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HOSTING A REGIONAL INTEREST NETWORKING GROUP (RING)

NEDRA’s Regional Interest Networking Group events are hosted by members at their institution on a date mutually agreed upon by the volunteer host and NEDRA. The event is an opportunity for the volunteer host to choose a topic of interest and invite other members to bring their experiences and expertise to the table for a lively conversation. The volunteer host also has the option of holding a RING without a single topic, but one where attendees can (at the event or beforehand) offer subjects to talk about at the event.
The RING works best with a facilitator who guides the conversation. He/she should make sure that those who wish to participate in the discussion have a chance to speak and that the participants stick fairly consistently to the topic at hand. In the case that there is no one set topic, the facilitator makes sure that no one monopolizes the conversation with their own agenda for too long.

Participants are encouraged to bring to the RING any appropriate documents, templates, or representative material they wish to share with the group. They should bring at least 10 copies to be distributed during the discussion. Participants are also invited and encouraged to exchange business cards with other participants.

RINGs are usually 1.5 hours—2.5 hours in duration. They commonly take place around the lunch hour. Some host institutions provide lunch at their own expense, but most often they invite attendees to bring a brown bag lunch. They sometimes offer to provide drinks and cookies to the attendees at the host institution’s own expense. This is not mandatory, however.

NEDRA does not charge members for attendance at RINGs, but it is necessary to register on the NEDRA web site (www.nedra.org) if you plan to attend. Non-members are charged a low fee to attend. It is possible to register for the RING on the day of and at the location of the event, but one risks being turned away if the event is at capacity.
NEDRA does not arrange RINGs around product demonstrations, though vendors are welcome to attend as a participant and are expected to refrain from advertising their product during the discussion. 
As a chapter of APRA, NEDRA asks participants to be aware of the APRA Code of Ethics and observe its guidelines during the discussion.
